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rinus bring his instruments from Basle, after his house "Am
Rheinsprung" in Basle, had been sold to the gold-maker Thurn-
eyser, who was glad to acquire Theophrastus' chemical instal-
lations.
In Esslingen Paracelsus seems to have studied astronomical
problems. A few hundred years later, when his house was ren-
ovated, the chimney and roof were found covered with
astrological signs. But of the chemical apparatus nothing had
survived except a hammer.
Again, however, Paracelsus' hope of settling down was
frustrated. What embarrassments arose in Esslingen are not
known, but before long Paracelsus was once more on his way.
He later remarked: "My misfortune, which began at Esslingen,
was confirmed at Nuremberg."
CONTEST   AT   NUREMBERG
This center of trade, of art, and of religious strife was the next
station. Sebastian Franck noted in his Chronica of Our Times
and Bible of History:
"Item Dr. Theophrastus ab Hohenheim, a physician and
astronomer. Anno 1529, said doctor came to our town; a
peculiar and wondrous man. He laughs at the doctors and
scribes of the medical faculty. They say he burned Avicenna
at the University of Basle, and he stands alone against nearly
the whole medical guild. He uses his own judicial physics and
has contrarieties with many; his practice is against all, and
he is another Lucian, so to speak."
So everybody was forewarned about Paracelsus. The doctors of
Nuremberg proposed a debate with the challenger, but again he
declined. Instead, he asked them to refer to him a patient whom
they had given up as incurable, preferably a spyhilitic, for he